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Department’s Position: We support this bill provided that its passage does not replace or adversely
impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget and address a revenue stream to carryout its intent.
Fiscal Implications: Appropriates funds for FY2014 and FY2015 from EMS Special Fund (ESF). The
Department is projecting a shortfall in ESF to fund existing ambulance contracts for FY2014 so could
not fund these additional services at that time. Due to increasing cigarette taxes and revenues after July
1, 2014, increased funding will be available.
Purpose and Justification: This measure proposes an advanced life support emergency medical
services (EMS) unit stationed at Maalaea in Maui County that can rapidly respond to 911 calls in the
surrounding areas. This location is strategically located between the communities of West and South
Maui, overall, an area that has grown in population in the past ten years.

Emergency response with a non-transporting rapid response EMS unit at Maalaea could
significantly reduce the response time to serious and critical medical and trauma cases in Maui County,
initiating early treatment and providing additional personnel for multi-victim incidents and for helicopter
transports.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Commenting in Support of SB 498 SD 2: Relating to Emergency Medical Services.

The Healthcare Association of Hawaii advocates for its member organizations that span the
entire spectrum of health care, including all acute care hospitals, a majority of home health
agencies and hospices, as well as long term care facilities and other health care organizations.
Our members contribute significantly to Hawaii's economy by employing nearly 20,000 people
statewide, delivering quality care to the people of Hawaii.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of SB 498 SD 2, which appropriates funds for
a special emergency medical response vehicle unit based in Maalaea on Maui.

The population of Maui has grown rapidly in recent years, increasing at about 7% annually, with
Maalaea, west Maui, and south Maui experiencing much of the growth. Only two ambulances
serve the residents of these districts. The population increase has increased the call volume,
which in turn has affected their timely response capabilities. A timely response to a 911 call is
critical to ensure the best possible medical outcome.

The last time new emergency medical services ambulance units were added on Maui was in
2004. This bill would fund a special emergency medical response vehicle unit modeled after
successful units on Oahu and the mainland. Although it would not be used for patient
transport, it would provide advanced life support services to augment the basic services of fire
department first responders. It is designed to stabilize patients in the crucial initial stage of
injury, illness, or cardiac arrest, and ultimately save lives.

For the foregoing reasons, the Healthcare Association of Hawaii supports SB 498 SD 2.
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Testimony of Kelley Withy, President of Hawaii State Rural Health Association
March 2013

The Hawaii State Rural Health Association would like to express our strongest support
for SB498. We are acutely aware of the fact that rural areas in Hawaii suffer from lack of
access to necessary healthcare services, including Emergency Medical Services. Without
such services we don’t have the infrastructure to support our most vulnerable citizens.

The Hawaii State Rural Health Association supports legislation that will increase services
to rural communities, including legislation that supports expanding the health workforce,
developing assistance programs for rural areas, and expanding the facilities available to
rural citizens. We look forward to this being done in culturally appropriate ways with
grass roots community involvement at all steps of the process.

Therefore we strongly support this bill and hope you will pass it. Thank you for this
opportunity to be heard.

Sincerely,

Kelley Withy, MD, PhD
President, Hawaii State Rural Health Association
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Submitted By Organization  Testifier Position Plflese'.“ al
earing
Pam Daoust Ma'alaes C_ommumty Support No
Association

Comments: Please support SB498. A Special Response Vehicle (SRV) Paramedic unit
is desperately needed in Ma'alaea. Our community association has received reports of
slow emergency response times in life threatening situations. If an SRV is stationed
here, not only will response times improve for Ma'alaea but also for elsewhere on Maui.
Thank you for your consideration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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